
Specialist David J. Lane, United States Army
Our friend and comrade Army Spc. David J. Lane of Emporia, was killed Sept. 4 by a
roadside bomb outside Camp Rustamiyah in eastern Baghdad, Iraq. David and two other
soldiers were killed by the bomb while patrolling in a Humvee.  Many of you remember
David from the time he spent reenacting with the Eighth Kansas Volunteer Infantry. He
began reenacting with us in 2003 and was active for several years. The kid just loved
history, said Darren Biggs in a recent interview with The Emporia Gazette. David’s mom,
Maria Lane, agreed. He loved school. History was his favorite subject, said his Mom in
an Emporia Gazette interview. The Civil War was one of his favorites. He did a lot of re-
enactments before he got into the Army.  David was buried September 13 at Forest Hill
Cemetery east of Emporia. Nine members of the Eighth Kansas and U.S. Sanitary
Commission were present for the funeral. The Eighth Kansas carried the national colors
and its battle flag during the ceremony, which also was attended by several hundred
members of the Patriot Guard.  At a ceremony in Emporia earlier in the morning, David’s
mother and father, David Lane, were presented Purple Heart, Bronze Star and Good
Conduct medals by Gen. Robert Durbin, commanding general of the First Infantry
Division at Fort Riley. David also was posthumously promoted from private to
specialist.  Military grave-side honors were conducted by Fort Riley soldiers, and Durbin
presented the American flag draped over David’s casket to his mother.
Gov. Kathleen Sebelius asked that flags statewide be flown at half-staff on the day of
David’s funeral.  “We join Spc. Lane’s family, friends and neighbors in mourning their
loss, and we honor the sacrifice, service and bravery of David Joseph Lane.  David's
mother told The Gazette that always and forever, though, [David] wanted to be a soldier.
Several years ago, Maria said in the interview, doctors put a titanium implant in David’s
ear to correct a hearing problem. He was able to get into the Army, David  joined the
Army in February 2006.  He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 16th Infantry Division,
4th Infantry  Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division at Fort Riley. David was born
April 3, 1987, in Mesa, Arizona. He died September 4, 2007, in Rustamiyah, Iraq.


